
 
 

February 16, 2012  

 

 
By Encarnacion Pyle and  Joe Vardon  

Gov. John Kasich challenged Ohio’s 37 public colleges and universities to work together instead of compete for 
limited state funding. 

They came through yesterday with a single, $350 million wish list of construction projects for consideration in 
the next two-year capital budget. 

“We’ve come up with projects I think will renew principles of higher education, will allow us to be very 
productive, and certainly allow us to work in the interest of 11.6 million Ohioans,” said Ohio State University 
President E. Gordon Gee, who led the process. 

The list includes recommendations for $350 million in capital projects for individual campuses over the next 
two years, plus $50 million for “projects of statewide benefit” such as a $19 million student center at Central 
State University in Wilberforce. The school is the state’s only public historically black university. 

Kasich called the proposal “unprecedented.” 

“They’re coming without a formula, they’ve all worked together. We’re at the beginning of creating a 
university system,” Kasich told The Dispatch. 

Read more here: http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/02/16/ohio-colleges-agree-on-
construction-wish-list.html  
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