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Kasich: White House, Congress need to ‘get their act 
together’ 
By Vicki Needham 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich said Sunday that Congress and the White House would be wise to follow the lead of 
states with improving economies in trying to boost the nation's growth and create jobs. 

The Republican argued that his state is one of several that have experienced exploding job growth after 
balancing the budget and cutting taxes and regulations. 

"All we've done is create a better environment," Kasich said on NBC's "Meet the Press."  

"What's happened in the country is there is so much uncertainty," he added. 

"Are they going to raise taxes, how many more regulations are going to be piled on and that uncertainty 
really affects small business. It affects all job creators in America," Kasich said. 

While he said he felt good about the nation's recovery, he added: "I wish they'd get their act together in 
Washington." 

In a presidential election year, Democrats and Republicans are each trying to carve out their own visions 
for the nation's future — although both include a more robust recovery and job creation — they take 
different paths to accomplish those goals. 

Although job growth slowed to 120,000 in March, Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said the 
economy is making progress. 

"I think we're moving in the right direction," Durbin said, also on “Meet the Press” on Sunday.  

"We're on the right track, like the president, we want this to move more quickly and, of course, we want to 
see more jobs created," he said. 

As Congress remains embroiled in a budget battle that isn't likely to work itself out before the election, 
Kasich is urging Washington to examine mandatory spending programs such as Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security and make changes.  

Kasich said the federal government needed to "follow the formula" set out by states that are boosting job 
creation.  

Since he took office in 2011, Ohio has moved up from nearly last to first in job creation — 48th to fourth, 
he said. 

"It's not trickle-down economics, it's common sense," said Kasich.  

"The problem the president has is he's rudderless on the economy he doesn't quite know what to do," he 
added. 

"It takes time to turn a super-tanker so you need to know where you need to go and that's what we've 
done out here, we've moved it in the right direction and they should learn from this in Washington." 

http://thehill.com/


Kasich also called for tax reform that includes flatter rates and eliminates so-called loopholes. 

"I believe you can reform these programs, modernize them into the 21st century, save money and provide 
more customer or taxpayer satisfaction," he said. 

"Unfortunately the parties are so much at war in Washington that they seem unable to agree on anything 
and that's tragic," he said. 

Kasich was a lawmaker when the budget was balanced in 1997. 

"We have a long way to go in Ohio but the results have been good, the results have been positive for 
families you've got to learn the lessons of where it works and it's working here." 

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE: 
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/801-economy/220449-kasich-white-house-congress-need-to-get-
their-act-together 
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