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Kasich administration: Proposal would save schools $229 million
By Joe Vardon
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schools-229-million.html?sid=101

The Kasich administration says Ohio schools would save a collective $229 million annually through the
governor's proposal to shift more of the cost of pensions onto employees, offsetting some of the losses
schools will suffer through the governor's proposed cuts.

Of course that also means that school employees will pick up $229 million more each year of their pension
costs.

Included in Ohio Gov. John Kasich's two-year budget is a provision that calls for state and local government
employees to pick up 2 additional percentage points toward their pensions (from 10 to 12 percent of their
salaries for non-safety forces) and for government agencies to pay 2 percentage points less (from 14 percent
to 12 percent).

According to numbers released today by the Kasich administration, schools each year would save $175.5
million on teachers' pension costs and about $54 million from other school employees, once the changes were
implemented.

Franklin County schools would save more than $25 million. Columbus City Schools would save $9 million
through the pension shift. Southwestern City Schools would save $2.6 million and Hilliard City Schools would
save $2.2 million.

Schools are set to lose $852 million in Kasich's two-year budget through dried-up stimulus funds and tax
reimbursements. The pension changes would ease that blow by $458 million, leaving a net loss of $394
million.
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