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By William Hershey  

COLUMBUS — The political winds roaring through Columbus haven’t knocked Xenia’s Michael B. Colbert off course 
as he navigates the choppy waters of one of state government’s most demanding jobs. 

When, like Colbert, you’ve survived a real tornado such as the 1974 Xenia storm, stretching scarce dollars to help 
Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens is a welcome opportunity to make life better. 

“I just really enjoy helping people,” Colbert, 45, a Central State University graduate, said last week. 

He gets an opportunity to do that — or to disappoint those who need the help — as director of the Department of 
Job and Family Services, a giant $21.8 billion agency with about 3,800 employees. 

Agency programs protect children, provide child support, train workers, issue unemployment benefits and cash 
assistance and oversee Medicaid, the health care safety net for the poor, elderly and disabled. 

It’s no one-man job. 

“It’s not a ‘me’ thing,” Colbert said. “I’ve got a management team that you would die for.” 

Colbert, a Dayton native, rocketed into the headlines in February when Gov. John Kasich made him the first black 
appointee to a then all-white cabinet. There now are two black members in the 23-person cabinet. 

“The governor is extremely impressed with director Colbert and grateful to him for accepting the position,” said 
Rob Nichols, Kasich’s spokesman. 

The appointment should not have been a surprise. 

Colbert had run the department as interim director since January and for three years before that was chief financial 
officer. Earlier, he was senior audit manager in the state auditor’s office, where he worked nearly 15 years. 

READ THE REST OF THE STORY HERE: http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/politics/xenias-colbert-aids-

ohios-most-vulnerable-as-program-director-1149486.html  
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