
 

 

Small Business Advisory Council Meeting – Minutes 

Thursday, September 15, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by Director Sean McCullough at 10:02 AM 

The following members were present: 

• Mr. Doug Barry 

• Mr. Scott Shutt 

• Mr. Robert Sielschott 

• Ms. Tyeis Baker-Baumann 

Director McCullough began the meeting by going over the agenda and inviting the members to review both the 

minutes from the previous meeting and the rules that were under review with the Common Sense Initiative (CSI). 

Mr. Eric Leach, Deputy Director for the Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation (OWT), provided an 

overview of OWT’s responsibilities. With Lieutenant Governor Husted serving as the Director, OWT oversees 

state workforce policy and works to connect education, business, and state government so that businesses can get 

the workers they need. One of the significant programs that OWT manages is TechCred, which reimburses 

employers who have employees go through short-term training focused on obtaining technological credentials. 

Mr. Leach then asked the members what was preventing them from using TechCred. 

Mr. Leach also provided an overview of the Industry Sector Partnership Grant, which funds collaboration between 

multiple private sector employers striving to start or accelerate an industry sector within a region in the state of 

Ohio. OWT also supports internship programs that reimburse employers for hiring high school and college 

interns. 

Mr. Sielschott asked whether OWT assists with the enhancement of credentials that an employee already has or 

is geared towards helping workers gain new credentials. 

Mr. Leach said that OWT focuses on the attainment of new credentials. 

Mr. Sielschott explained that when his business develops internal college students, they have agenda of certain 

classes they want the students to take and will subsequently pay for them to take those courses. He then asked 

whether that fits into the scope of OWT. 

Mr. Leach said that customized training does fit in with OWT’s mission as employers can work with an education 

provider. He outlined three requirements for technologically focused eligibility with OWT: the timeline for the 

program is within 12 months, the program is technologically focused, such as software, analytics, or statistical 

analysis, and the skills are industry-recognized, where the content of what is learned is applicable across the 

industry rather than simply at a single particular location. 

Mr. Sielschott asked if businesses have to call the school and put a package together. 

Mr. Leach said that when businesses apply online to take part in TechCred, they select the option for “Credential 

Not Listed” and explain how the proposed customized training meets all requirements. The review panel will 

subsequently vote on the new credential being added along with the approval of the Chancellor of the Ohio 



Department of Higher Education. Companies can receive up to $180,000 per year, and there is no limit on the 

number of credentials for an employee or an employer, as the only cap is the total dollar amount. 

Mr. Terry Mescher, H2Ohio Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) Program Coordinator for the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture (ODA), described the work that his agency performs for H2Ohio. H2Ohio is concerned with reducing 

phosphorus loads and nitrogen levels in the WLEB. Its mission is to engage producers in twenty-four counties 

located in Northwest Ohio, with a footprint of 1.5 million acres of cropland. ODA has concentrated its efforts to 

limit harmful fertilizers applied to the croplands without sacrificing overall production and will be announcing 

funds for two-stage ditch construction later in the year. ODA is also planning enrollment opportunities for the 

2024-2025 crop years in the Maumee Watershed during the fall of 2023. It is currently evaluating whether to 

expand opportunities to other areas of the state and working with software developers to deploy H2Ohio 

management software to soil and water conservation districts and program participants. 

Mr. Jerry Rouch, Deputy Director of Infrastructure Funding for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), explained that the purpose of H2Ohio is to improve water quality in Lake Erie, reduce algal blooms, 

protect public health, and improve lives. The Ohio EPA has focused on investing in infrastructure, improving 

home sewage treatment systems, and improving drinking water. In support of these efforts, the Ohio EPA spent 

$15.5 million in its first year on wastewater and drinking water infrastructure, with an emphasis on disadvantaged 

communities. In its second year, the Ohio EPA spent $1.25 million to address lead service line (LSL) replacement 

in Cincinnati childcare centers and awarded a $500,000 grant to the City of Cleveland to remove and replace city-

owned LSLs that supply water to children’s centers. In year three, the Ohio EPA has invested $2.1 million in 

local governments to receive grants of up to $50,000 to identify and map LSL’s as well as $600,000 for the Rural 

Community Assistance Program and the Ohio Rural Water Association to assist small public water systems with 

identifying and mapping LSLs. The Ohio EPA is currently planning to invest $10 million to improve water and 

wastewater infrastructure, replace failed home sewage treatment systems, and replace LSLs in the coming year. 

Ms. Rachel DeNoewer, H2Ohio Assistant Program Manager at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

(ODNR), said that ODNR’s goal for H2Ohio is to create permanent wetlands on the landscape in order to filter 

water. Hunting groups are enthusiastic because they are expanding hunting grounds, while recreational and 

birdwatching groups have also expressed excitement. Similarly, ODNR views nutrient management and habitat 

restoration as objectives. ODNR has currently undertaken 113 wetland projects with $92.3 million to support 

their implementation.  

Director McCullough asked Mr. Rouch how the Ohio EPA determines which areas to perform lead pipe 

replacements. 

Mr. Rouch replied that while all areas of the state need lead pipe replacements, not everyone is at the same step 

in the process. The Ohio EPA selected Cleveland and Cincinnati because those places had already started work 

in this area. Another aspect of the Ohio EPA’s LSL replacement funding is for local governments to hire 

contractors to help with locating them, which can be a labor-intensive practice. The recently passed federal 

infrastructure bill provides some funding for locating LSLs. The Ohio EPA is now beginning to spread these 

efforts and resources to other parts of the state.  

Mr. Shutt asked about the function of two-stage channels. 

Mr. Nescher responded that a two-stage ditch slows down and stores water to better manage the flow of nutrients 

being washed off the surface, adding that this may become a larger water management issue in the future as a 

result of increased rainfall. 

Mr. Shutt commented that the funding for sewer projects to connect people to new extensions is helpful albeit 

expensive, stressing that a lot of infrastructure is failing. 

Mr. Rouch said that the financial numbers for doing this statewide are astounding. Keeping up with aging 

infrastructure and water facilities is similar to home maintenance. Until now, the Ohio EPA has targeted resources 

to lower-income houses. 



The minutes of the previous meeting were approved with no changes. 

Mr. Michael Bender, Business Advocate at CSI, provided an overview of a recent rule package from the State 

Medical Board of Ohio implementing the recently passed telehealth law, Substitute House Bill 122, to allow 

physicians, physician assistants, dietitians, respiratory care professionals, and genetic counselors to provide care 

virtually in the state. While there was broad support in the industry for providing telehealth services in the state, 

there was concern from multiple stakeholders about a provision in the proposed rules that required the health care 

professional providing the telehealth services to refer the patient to a specific provider with whom the former has 

established a cross-coverage agreement if the standard of care cannot be met virtually. The Medical Board 

subsequently revised the referral provision to simply require the health care professional providing the telehealth 

services to make a general referral. 

Mr. Bender also provided an overview of a recent rule package from the Ohio EPA regarding permits-to-install 

and permits-to-install and operate for sources of air pollution. The rules were amended to propose new categories 

of activity that qualified for exemption from air polluting permitting requirements, propose new permit-by-rule 

(PBR) categories for transloaders and petroleum solvent dry cleaners, and revise a few existing PBR’s. 

Director McCullough asked if the members had any questions concerning the rule packages before CSI or any 

issues related to their businesses. 

Mr. Sielschott asked why there was no official at the local level that would be able to guide those in the private 

sector on where to go to fulfill all the rules that needed to be followed, as this was a concern that he has heard 

come up often.  

Director McCullough asked if Mr. Sielschott could provide a specific example. 

Mr. Sielschott recounted that there is a golf course in Allen County that is approaching end of its second year 

trying to simply obtain a permit to put up houses. 

Director McCullough said that he understood the frustration in that situation, noting that local units of state 

agencies do have substantial authority in certain cases. He pondered whether a central ombudsmen of sorts might 

be a good idea. 

Mr. Sielschott said that an enormous amount of time is spent complying with requirements from the Ohio Revised 

Code (ORC), adding that the concept of the ORC requiring local governments to do something would not be new. 

Director McCullough stated that Mr. Sielschott’s comments reminded him of the recently passed Senate Bill 9 

which required state agencies to cut their regulations in the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) by thirty percent 

by 2025, with the impetus for the bill owing to Ohio having been ranked third among all states in restrictive 

regulatory word count. He asked if there was anything that CSI could be helpful with. 

Mr. Sielschott stated that the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) is revisiting the definition of 

“subcontractor” out in the field. Ohio has recently done a great job of making unemployment contributions more 

affordable for small business, and the subcontracting services status has to be defended. 

Director McCullough asked whether there was an explicit definition for “subcontractor” in the Code. 

Mr. Sielschott replied that the OAC incorporates a definition by reference to a U.S. District court ruling. 

Director McCullough asked Mr. Sielschott if he knew of other states that provide explicit definitions. 

Mr. Sielschott said that he did not know of any, but he challenged the proposition that the current definition is 

inadequate. As an example, he stated that according to the federal Internal Revenue Service, a previous audit has 

statutory authority to prevent reclassification without statutory change. 

Director McCullough asked if there was anything else that CSI or the Governor’s Office could do to decrease 

regulations. 



Mr. Shutt asked if CSI could get data on unemployment with respect to the amount of money being paid out and 

how many recipients there were, as businesses that are struggling to find people could find this data useful. 

Director McCullough said he would attempt to obtain that data for Mr. Shutt, thanked the members for their 

attendance and participation, and concluded the meeting at 11:17 AM. 


