
 

 

Small Business Advisory Council Meeting – Minutes 
Thursday, June 23, 2022 
 

The meeting was called to order by Director Sean McCullough at 10:04 AM. 

The following members were present: 

 Mr. Doug Barry 
 Mr. Scott Schutt 
 Mr. William Bishop 
 Mr. Robert Sielschott 
 Sen. George Lang 

Director McCullough began the meeting by thanking former SBAC member Mike Kahoe for his contributions to 
the committee, informed the committee regarding the departure of former Business Advocate Mr. Ethan Wittkorn 
and introduced Mr. Mike Bender, Mr. Wittkorn’s replacement.  

Mr. Phil Greenberg, Chief of Staff for JobsOhio then provided an overview of JobsOhio initiatives. JobsOhio 
focuses on 9 sectors as well as military and federal, and JobsOhio deals have brought in 159% more jobs and 
299% more payroll than projected. Ohio ranks #2 in economic development projects, #1 in cost of living, #1 in 
state tax climate. In 2021, JobsOhio projects contributed to 29,000 new jobs and $1.6b in new payroll. Economic 
development outlook remains strong in Ohio with high employment and labor participation rates. Risk factors for 
continued growth include inflation, rising interest rates, and global geopolitical conflicts.   

Mr. Barry shared concerns about labor shortages in his area of the state. As new companies come to Ohio, they 
compete for limited employees. Ohio businesses are struggling to retain skilled employees and manage costs.   

Mr. Greenberg said that JobsOhio is very aware of this problem and that it works with various partners to help 
increase the skills of existing workers in communities to meet employment needs of local businesses.  

Mr. Bishop noted that 10-20 years ago Ohio struggled with a “brain drain” as businesses and skilled workers were 
leaving the state. He was pleased to see that Ohio is trending upwards in economic opportunity and would 
welcome more communication from JobsOhio and the Governor’s office about economic development efforts.  

Mr. Greenberg said he would connect with Mr. Bishop to discuss further.  

Mr. Mark Johnson, Deputy Director of Business and Regulatory Affairs at Ohio EPA provided an overview of 
the agency’s efforts to assist Ohio businesses with environmental compliance issues. Ohio EPA has an excellent 
track record in helping businesses navigate the permitting and regulatory process and Mr. Johnson welcomed the 
committee members and businesses in their communities to work with him to solve regulatory problems.  

Mr. Sielschott noted homebuilding shortages due to regulatory issues in Allen County. The county is rapidly 
attracting new residents due to economic growth, but housing for new workers is limited and regulatory burdens 
have limited construction for new residences.  

Mr. Johnson volunteered his assistance in resolving a specific issue Mr. Sielschott mentioned. EPA has been 
working to streamline regulatory processes and expedite the issuance of permits. EPA is also working to deploy 



federal dollars to enhance water and sewer resources in communities to increase housing development 
opportunities.  

Mr. Dan Sowry, Assistant Chief at the Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention in Ohio EPA, 
provided an overview of the work performed by his office. Ohio environmental regulations apply to all types of 
Ohio businesses, and the office is available to assist all businesses in navigating regulatory hurdles. The office 
focuses on helping smaller businesses that have limited in-house resources to assess environmental obligations. 
The office also supports a hotline that can provide free and confidential information to businesses, as well as 
online resources and webinar series that address frequent concerns. The office also has regional staff members 
who can assist businesses in completing permit applications, among others. The office also provides competitive 
grants for recycling equipment, such as cardboard bailers. The application period for the grant will take place 
between November 2022 and February 2023 and solid waste districts will assist businesses with the application 
process.  

Mr. Bishop asked how Ohio EPA informs the public regarding these resources. . 

Mr. Sowry said that the agency engages in frequent outreach efforts and meets with business groups, as well as 
social media. Businesses frequently contact EPA regarding problems, but sometimes do not do so because they 
are concerned about creating new problems. Businesses need to know that there is an office at Ohio EPA who 
can help them avoid regulatory problems and save money.   

Mr. Bishop asked if the agency provides overviews to local chambers of commerce. 

Mr. Sowry said the agency does provide overviews to local chambers, as well as other business groups.  

Ms. Cheryl Rice, Vice Chancellor of Higher Education Workforce Alignment at Ohio Department of Higher 
Education, provided an overview of the Departments’ efforts to up-skill Ohio workers and meet the demands of 
Ohio employers. The Department offers resources for short-term certificates, technical credentials, higher 
education institution training equipment, industry-specific training programs, commercial truck driving training, 
and others.   

Mr. Barry asked if Ms. Rice was aware of why HB 514 excludes for-profit colleges. 

Ms. Rice said she did not know why that was the case, but that there are numerous options for for-profit private 
colleges in terms of partnering with the Department. She offered to look into why the bill excepted for-profit 
entities.  

Mr. Bishop sought clarification about the RAPIDS program, which provides capital resources to institutions of 
higher education for training students on modern equipment. 

Ms. Rice noted that the program was a grant and that institutions in each region collaborate to determine which 
industries to prioritize. One institution for each region leads the effort, with a rotating lead institution each 
application period. The Department usually funds approximately $1.3 million for each region, but the region 
selects and acquires the equipment.  

Mr. Sielschott said that former Senate President Faber worked on controlling college costs for students. Colleges 
at one point determined to increase the number of hours required for a degree, making certain degrees difficult to 
obtain in four years. It is important for the Department to monitor hour requirements for degrees to ensure that 
these programs can be completed in four years.  

Ms. Rice said that the Chancellor emphasizes the importance of controlling education costs. She also noted that 
the Department has worked to standardize degree hours requirements in recent years to address the concerns 
raised by Mr. Sielschott.   

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved with no changes.  

Director McCullough provided an update on the Innovate the Code legislation and CSI’s use of the RegExplorer 
tool. RegExplorer helps agencies to research their regulations more efficiently by identifying key terms or 



concepts much more quickly. The goal is to pass the Innovate the Code legislation this year. The General 
Assembly also passed Senate Bill 9 this year, requiring agencies to reduce regulations by 30% by 2025. CSI is 
assisting agencies in using the RegExplorer tool to accomplish this goal more quickly.   

Jacob Ritzenthaler, Business Advocate at CSI, provided an overview of rules coming from the Casino Control 
Commission regarding sports gaming. The new rules create three types of sports gaming proprietors: Type A 
(website or mobile cell phone operators), Type B (brick and mortar facilities such as casinos) and Type C (self-
service kiosks or terminals available at a retail establishment). The Commission is authorizing 25 Type A licenses 
for Type A, 40 Type B licenses, and 20 Type C licenses. Regulations reviewed by CSI address issues such as 
security and monitoring requirements, tracking of financial transactions, and other requirements to ensure that 
sports gaming is conducted safely and ethically.  

Mr. Ritzenthaler also provided an overview regarding a recent rule package addressing consumer fireworks. 
Consumer fireworks displays will be limited to certain holidays and must be set off on private property with 
written permission from property from property owners. Based on stakeholder feedback from Phantom Fireworks, 
the Fire Marshal determined to increase the amount of fireworks that might be sold at one time.  

Director McCullough welcomed any thoughts from the Committee regarding active rule packages.  

Mr. Barry mentioned his concerns with HB 514 excluding for-profit colleges. If educational standards are the 
same, colleges should have the same opportunity to participate in grant programs regardless of their tax status.  

Senator Lang offered to review the legislation and consider amending the bill should it pass the House to adopt 
Mr. Barry’s recommended change.  He also noted that the legislature is working to expedite commercial 
permitting processes.  

Mr. Sielschott remarked about the overlap between state and local governments on public health, water runoff, 
housing issues, and others. In his area of the state, local governments have worked to expedite timelines for 
building permits by contracting with third parties.  

Senator Lang mentioned that the legislation he has been working on is considering punitive measures for delayed 
commercial permits, but that he is open to considering faster processes for residential permits as well.  He noted 
the progress that Ohio has made in reducing regulatory burdens since the creation of the Ohio Business Caucus.   

Director McCullough thanked the legislature for its work in helping to push regulatory reform. JCARR has been 
partnering in that effort as well as CSI. CSI’s goal is to help agencies work through reducing regulations more 
quickly.  

Mr. Sielschott noted that Ohio has made significant progress in becoming more friendly for business growth and 
development.  

Senator Lang said that site selection remains an area where the state can improve.  

Mr. Bishop mentioned that municipal tax collection is also a common concern for business owners.  

Senator Lang said that he focuses on the number of congressional seats. His goal is for Ohio to add two seats by 
the next census and significant progress has already been made to that end.  

Mr. Sielschott said that whenever we look for ways to help create jobs, we also need to help create housing 
options.   

Senator Lang invited the members of the committee to the Business First Caucus meetings.   

Mr. Bishop thanked Senator Lang for his work in creating the caucus.  

Senator Lang emphasized that business issues are his top priority.  

Mr. Schutt thanked Director McCullough for the informative presentations and asked if ODJFS would be able to 
provide an overview of unemployment reform and hiring issues in the future.  



Mr. Bishop affirmed that he was also interested in the unemployment reforms taking place at ODJFS, particularly 
relating to unemployment fraud.  

Senator Lang noted that he has frequently thought of Ohio EPA as a regulatory obstacle and was impressed with 
the agency’s dedication to help business owners solve problems.  

Director McCullough said that one of the goals of these meetings is to connect local business leaders with 
resources at state agencies to help solve regulatory problems.   

Mr. Bishop said that the state has made progress in reducing regulatory restrictions but asked about progress in 
addressing state agency memorandums and guidelines that also affect businesses. He noted that legislation was 
passed years ago to address the issue and inquired if progress has been made on that front.  

Director McCullough said that he was aware that state agencies have been working to comply with that statute by 
taking such memorandums and converting them to rules.  

Mr. Bishop agreed that the legislation was designed to accomplish that purpose.  

Director McCullough thanked the members for their time and offered to speak to local business groups regarding 
the CSI process.   

Mr. Sielschott noted a potential opportunity in his region of the state with the NFIB.  

Director McCullough then concluded the meeting at 11:52 AM.  


